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SUMMARY 

This paper presents information related to future planning of the Performance-Based 
Navigation Task Force (PBN/TF). 

This paper relates to –   
 
Strategic Objectives: 

A: Safety – Enhance global civil aviation safety 
C: Environmental Protection and Sustainable Development of Air Transport – 

Foster harmonized and economically viable development of international civil 
aviation that does not unduly harm the environment 

 
Global Plan Initiatives:  
GPI-5  RNAV and RNP (Performance-based navigation) 
GPI-7  Dynamic and flexible ATS route management 
GPI-10  Terminal area design and management 
GPI-11  RNP and RNAV SIDs and STARs 
GPI-12  Functional integration of ground systems with airborne systems 
GPI-21  Navigation systems 
 

 
 
1. INTRODUCTION 

1.1 The PBN/TF was created by the following Conclusion: 

APANPIRG Conclusion 18/52: Establishment of a Regional Performance Based 
Navigation Task Force (PBN/TF) 

An Asia/Pacific PBN Task Force, with terms of reference as outlined in Appendix A to 
the APANPIRG/18 Report on Agenda Item 3.5, be established to develop a PBN 
implementation plan for the Asia/Pacific Region and address related regional PBN 
implementation issues. 

2. DISCUSSION 

PBN/TF/8 Discussion 

2.1 There was inconclusive discussion at PBN/TF/8 precipitated by WP/07 on the future of 
the PBN Task Force, regarding the question of the Task Force’s longevity and focus.    
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PBN/TF/9 Discussion 

2.2 PBN/TF/9 WP10 noted that the Secretariat had not planned to support a PBN Task Force 
meeting following APANPIRG/24 in 2013, so it was possible that PBN/TF/10 would not be until 
early 2014, and that PBN/TF/10 could be the last meeting if it is felt that there were insufficient 
reasons to justify continuation of the Task Force.  The meeting recalled that the PBN Regional 
Guidance Material has matured to a considerable extent, and that PBN/TF/1 was held in January 
2008.  The Task Force members considered if the body needed to continue, consistent with 
instructions from APANPIRG for Task Forces to be terminated after key tasks had been completed. 

2.3 PBN/TF/9 was advised that the original intention by the Secretariat was to hold the 
PBN/TF/10 meeting in February 2013 at Bangkok, as the Secretariat could only support one PBN/TF 
meeting a year at best since responsibility for the Task Force had been assigned to the ATM Section.  
However, with the compressed meeting schedule in the first six months of 2013, it was later decided 
to conduct the PBN/TF/10 in late 2012 instead.  

Beyond PBN/TF/10 

2.4 The Secretariat had not planned to support a PBN/TF meeting following APANPIRG/24 
in 2013, so it was possible that the next meeting would not be until early 2014, or PBN/TF/10 could 
be the last meeting if it is felt that there were insufficient reasons to justify continuation of the Task 
Force.  Recalling that the Regional Guidance Material has matured to a considerable extent, and that 
PBN/TF/1 was held in January 2008, a total of 10 PBN/TF meetings had been held in accordance with 
the following list: 

• PBN/TF/1: 9–11 Jan 2008; 

• PBN/TF/2:  1 – 3 April 2008; 

• PBN/TF/3:  14-17 July 2008; 

• PBN/TF/4: 4-6 March 2009; 

• PBN/TF/5: 15-17 July 2009; 

• PBN/TF/6: 3-5 Feb 2010; 

• PBN/TF/7: 1-3 Sep 2010; 

• PBN/TF/8: 12-13 May 2011; 

• PBN/TF/9: 27-29 Mar.2012; 

• PBN/TF/10: 10-13 December 2012. 
 
APANPIRG/23 Discussion 

2.5 During APANPIRG/23 there was discussion regarding the expected duration of the 
PBN/TF when the Conclusion to amend the PBN/TF Terms of Reference (TOR) was being 
considered.  While APANPIRG understood that the TOR changes were as a result of the need to 
recognise current practice and were not intended to prolong the life of the Task Force, concern was 
expressed that the Task Force had been meeting for nearly five years (Task Forces were expected to 
have a limited duration).  

2.6 Moreover, it was noted that the new CNS Sub-Group could be in a position to oversee 
PBN development, and that the proposed Regional Sub-Office could play a part in day to day PBN 
implementation assistance, along with the Asia/Pacific Flight Procedures Programme (FPP).  
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3. ACTION BY THE MEETING 
 
3.1 The meeting is invited to:  

a) note the information contained in this paper;  

b) discuss a clear exit strategy for the PBN/TF, including the need for any additional 
meetings and if required, when these would be held; and 

c) discuss any relevant matters as appropriate. 

…………………………. 
 
 

 


